ASBMT News  by unknown
FACT MARKET PENETRATION
REACHES 92% OF BMT CENTERS
More than nine out of 10 eligible
blood and marrow transplant centers
in the United States are either FACT-
accredited or in the process of seek-
ing accreditation.
A survey by the Foundation for the
Accreditation of Cellular Therapy
(FACT) found 245 centers that are el-
igible for accreditation. Among them,
56% are FACT accredited, and 36%
are in various stages of application or
inspection.
PEDIATRIC CONFERENCE TO BE
PART OF BMT TANDEM MEETINGS
A one-day conference on blood
and marrow transplants for children
and adolescents will convene on Feb.
7, the day prior to the 2007 BMT
Tandem Meetings in Keystone.
Organized by members of the Pe-
diatric Blood & Marrow Transplant
Consortium (PBMTC), the program is
the newest among parallel confer-
ences at the meetings. The presenta-
tions will complement those in the
main scientific program, Feb 8-12,
and will include topics such as:
● Gene therapy and transplanta-
tion for SCID
● Mesenchymal stem cells – appli-
cations for pediatric disorders
● Cellular immunotherapy of malig-
nancy
In addition, authors of the best pe-
diatric abstracts will give oral presen-
tations of their research.
Several other parallel conferences
held annually will convene prior to
the five-day footprint of the BMT Tan-
dem Meetings. The schedule shift is
necessary because of the growth of
the BMT Tandem Meetings and lim-
ited meeting space at Keystone. The
schedule will be:
● Transplant Nurses – Feb. 5-7
● Clinical Research Associates/Data
Management – Feb. 5-7
● BMT Pharmacists – Feb. 6-8
● BMT Administrators – Feb. 8-9
● FACT Applicant and Inspector
Workshops – Feb. 7
Online registration and housing
reservations for the BMT Tandem
Meetings are available on the ASBMT
Web site at www.asbmt.org.
ASBMT MEMBERSHIP FEE WAIVED
FOR BMT FELLOWS IN TRAINING
Post-doctoral fellows and physi-
cians-in-training for blood and mar-
row transplantation are eligible for
free ASBMT membership.
The annual dues of $75 is waived
for new fellows-in-training in North
America who join the Society. The
program to recruit and waive the
dues of in-training members is sup-
ported by an educational grant from
PDL BioPharma, Inc.
Among the ASBMT membership
benefits are subscriptions to Biology
of Blood and Marrow Transplantation
and Blood and Marrow Transplanta-
tion Reviews, reduced member-rate
registration at the BMT Tandem Meet-
ings and access to new investigator
awards and travel grants.
Membership applications are avail-
able from the ASBMT Executive Office
or by download from the ASBMTWeb
Site at www.asbmt.org
NEW INVESTIGATORS ELIGIBLE
FOR $5,000 EDITORIAL AWARDS
Each year ASBMT presents two ed-
itorial awards to new investigators
published in Biology of Blood and
Marrow Transplantation:
● George Santos Award for best
clinical article
● Ernest McCulloch & James Till
Award for best basic science article
The awards, each accompanied by
a $5,000 prize, are supported by
grants from StemCell Technologies
Inc. and StemSoft Software Inc., Van-
couver. They are presented annually
at the BMT Tandem Meetings.
To be eligible, a recipient must be
not more than five years past a grad-
uate or post-doctoral program or a
clinical research fellowship, or cur-
rently active in a training program as
a clinical resident or fellow, post-doc-
toral fellow, medical student, gradu-
ate student or undergraduate stu-
dent. The winning articles must have
been published in the current Vol-
ume 12 (2006) of the journal.
Many authors choose BBMT for
submitting basic and clinical research
articles because:
● The readership is highly focused
in the field of hematopoietic progen-
itor stem cell transplantation.
● The turnaround time from article
acceptance to publication averages
40 days for a “rapid publication” and
75 days for regular publication.
● There are no author page
charges.
● The journal has an ISI Impact Fac-
tor of 3.561, ranking it among the
top transplant journals.
The judging committee for the ed-
itorial awards is the BBMT Editorial
Board and ASBMT Publications Com-
mittee.
MASS GENERAL SCIENTIST WINS
ASBMT/AST RESEARCH GRANT
Fabienne Haspot, PhD, a post-doc-
toral fellow in transplantation and im-
munology at Massachusetts General
Hospital, is the recipient of a clinical
research fellowship grant from
ASBMT and the American Society of
Transplantation.
The $80,000 grant is the first fel-
lowship to be jointly sponsored by
the two societies. It will be paid over
two years.
Dr. Haspot and colleagues are eval-
uating a new approach to inducing
“mixed hematopoietic chimerism” – a
state in which bone marrow cells
1098
from both the transplant donor and
recipient co-exist in the recipient. Pre-
vious experiments in mice undergo-
ing bone marrow transplantation
have found that a combination of
low-dose radiation and a specific an-
tibody causes a key population of im-
mune cells, specifically T-cells, to de-
velop tolerance to the transplant
donor’s cells.
The main goal of the planned re-
search is to understand the process
by which one population of T-cells –
the cytotoxic CD8 cells – become
tolerant of donor cells. The investi-
gators plan a series of experiments
examining patterns of gene expres-
sion in CD8 cells that are tolerant of
donor cells, compared to CD8 cells
that attack donor cells. There is evi-
dence that a unique gene pathway
– known as the PD-1/PD1-L path-
way – may play an important role in
“tolerizing” CD8 cells. It’s hoped that
this will help in developing new
conditioning regimens, used to help
prevent transplant patients’ immune
systems from rejecting donor or-
gans or bone marrow.
They also think their experiments
can give new insights into the
processes by which normal CD8
cells act to reject donor bone mar-
row.
Ultimately, Dr. Haspot and col-
leagues want their research to lead
to reliable, less toxic approaches to
inducing chimerism in transplant
recipients. Eventually, this type of
approach could improve compati-
bility between the recipient’s im-
mune system and the donor’s tis-
sues, thus improving survival of
organ transplants.
BMT TANDEM MEETINGS WILL
RETURN TO HONOLULU IN 2011
The ASBMT Board of Directors and
the CIBMTR Executive Committee
have both voted to take the BMT Tan-
dem Meetings back to Hawaii in
2011.
This year’s meeting in Honolulu
had a registration of 2,030 represent-
ing 43 countries (up 25% from last
year’s record), and 510 accepted ab-
stracts (an increase of 46% above the
previous record.)
The schedule of upcoming annual
meetings is:
● 2007 Keystone, Colorado – Feb. 8-12
● 2008 San Diego, California –
Feb. 13-17
● 2009 Tampa, Florida – Feb. 11-15
● 2010 Keystone, Colorado – Feb. 4-8
● 2011 Honolulu, Hawaii – Feb. 17-21
● 2012 San Diego, California – Feb. 1-5
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